
Distributed by:
Virginia Agricultural Statistics Service

P.O. Box 1659
Richmond, VA 23218-1659

Phone (804) 771-2493
FAX Number (804) 771-2651
http://www.nass.usda.gov/va

Steven Manheimer, State Statistician

LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 5,858 NA 4,860 526
1940 4,765 NA 4,659 357
1945 4,794 NA 4,491 341
1950 5,821 2,282 4,789 355
1954 6,871 1,926 5,914 317
1959 7,468 1,604 5,567 361
1964 5,907 694 3,095 268
1969 6,378 535 4,366 417
1974 6,412 479 4,786 170
1978 4,710 427 5,164 100
1982 4,452 417 2,471 124
1987 3,671 (D) 265 73
1992 4,259 (D) 446 76
1997 4,488 (D) 97 106

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 179 181 200

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 9,871 6,228 3,673
Grains 7,668 5,151 3,378
Tobacco (D) (D) (D)
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 119 167 55
Other field crops ---- ---- (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons (D) 237 (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)
Nursery and
greenhouse products 742

(D) 114

Forest Products Sold (D) 6 52

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 1,393 1,816 1,237

Poultry and products (D) 13 (D)
Dairy products (D) (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 785 922 476
Hogs and pigs (D) 23 35
Sheep, lambs and wool ---- (D) ----
Other livestock and         
  products

13 37 45

Total income from sales: 11,263 8,043 4,909

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 149 71 43

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 11 47 123 75 32 11 2 301
1978 12 45 103 73 21 16 2 272
1982 13 48 87 73 27 17 2 265
1987 8 28 77 52 16 19 1 200
1992 6 42 66 34 18 15 2 181

1997 13 43 55 35 17 16 ---- 179
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139 108 85 79
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126 92 96 100

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 2 2 1
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 21 16 10
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 31 31 34
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 28 33 40
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 57 40 37
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 61 59 57
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 56 55 56
NA  Not available.
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CAROLINE
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Caroline County lies partly in the Coastal Plain and partly in the
Piedmont Plateau.  Formed in 1727 from parts of King and Queen, Essex,
and King William counties, Caroline was probably named after Queen
Caroline, wife of George II. 

 In 1997, land in farms in Caroline totaled 55,403 acres, or just 16
percent of the county’s 340,878 acre land area.   According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there were 179 farms in the county, each averaging
310 acres  in size and worth an average of $524,312, including land and
buildings.

The topography of Caroline County ranges from level to gently
rolling, with altitudes ranging from 200 to 300 feet above sea level.  In
addition, the county contains a full 261,702 acres of woodland.
Temperatures average  37 degrees in January and 77 in July.  The frost-free
growing season is about 185 days, generally extending from  April 20 to
October 22.  Annual precipitation averages about 41 inches.

Income from the sale of farm products is of great importance to
Caroline's economy.  Cash farm income in 1997 amounted to $11.0 million,
with 88 percent of this total coming from crops and 12 percent from livestock,
poultry, and related products.

Since approximately three-fourths of the county area is in forests,
it is not surprising that the lumber industry is another significant contributor
to Caroline’s economy.  Saw milling, lumbering, excelsior production, and the
manufacturing of other wood products make forestry an important industry
in the county. Another 38,000 acres of forest are owned by the U.S.
Government and are principally contained in the A.P. Hill Military
Reservation.  

In 1990, the estimated county population totaled 19,217, of which
most individuals were rural non-farm.  Total gross personal income that year
was $307.7 million, or an average of $16,013 per capita.

The county seat is Bowling Green.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 2,578 264,279 19 45,714 25,768 16,646 6,220 NA 159,970
1940 1,800 198,885 28 41,033 14,795 12,903 NA NA NA
1945 1,272 161,672 40 33,298 9,548 3,831 11,585 NA 96,698
1950 1,236 160,483 63 31,018 10,348 5,251 8,148 NA 97,056
1954 1,169 155,757 83 32,622 6,581 6,116 7,091 NA 98,355
1959 670 130,123 123 31,521 4,050 5,539 5,632 NA 79,473
1964 429 98,210 137 27,861 4,486 2,804 5,060 4,062 33,276
1969 309 84,533 223 25,498 2,968 6,927 2,788 6,160 24,167
1974 2/ 301 80,207 531 31,073 2,660 5,730 4,101 4,971 21,324
1978 272 73,916 864 34,227 2,044 5,228 2,051 4,000 23,514
1982 265 73,802 1,044 37,465 2,507 2,645 2,968 3,661 21,193
1987 200 59,527 1,001 28,026 5,760 2,004 2,135 2,917 15,379
1992 181 51,604 1,607 29,631 2,299 3,777 591 1,366 12,694
1997 179 55,403 1,706 33,655 1,550 3,672 1,544 1,356 11,767
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,140 233,121 113 2,440 NA NA
1950 2/ 447 60,637 76 1,495 NA NA
1954 3/ 6 75,600 76 1,688 NA NA
1959 3/ 4 186,530 17 269 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 6 216 NA NA
1969 4/ 1 250 ---- ---- 11 (D)
1974 5/ 6/ 1 (D) NA NA 8 46,975
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 10 (D)
1982 ---- ---- ---- ---- 7 2,311
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- 3 87
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)

1997 ---- ---- 2 (D) ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 19,722 16.5 324,422 7,518 14.2 106,890 1,298 NA NA
1940 14,537 20.5 297,732 5,587 15.8 88,514 NA NA 14,463
1945 10,282 28.1 289,331 6,388 20.4 130,136 NA NA 30,041
1950 7,945 38.8 307,917 6,118 19.1 117,065 4,927 18.4 90,502
1954 8,272 30.3 250,541 4,833 25.8 124,821 6,932 9.0 62,119
1959 2/ 6,339 46.6 295,445 5,471 23.3 127,492 12,293 15.1 186,226
1964 4,999 57.8 288,775 4,026 28.7 115,715 11,718 17.8 209,115
1969 5,390 71.2 383,804 3,231 45.6 147,267 10,758 25.2 271,427
1974 8,837 84.2 744,133 7,300 38.6 281,676 13,541 22.9 310,531
1978 11,649 83.8 975,707 2,414 33.1 79,856 15,122 25.9 392,125
1982 11,867 103.2 1,225,071 6,701 31.1 208,636 19,938 29.4 586,065
1987 7,121 65.9 468,988 3,525 44.0 155,259 14,594 27.2 396,227
1992 6,101 104.3 636,249 4,838 54.0 261,039 16,641 30.8 512,118
1997 7,413 113.8 843,675 7,296 67.6 493,077 19,393 26.7 517,461

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
TOBACCO

Acreage Yield Production

Pounds Pounds
1935 812 982.7 797,992

1940 791 1,117.2 883,695

1945 604 1,425.6 861,033

1950 642 1,142.7 733,588

1954 526 1,063.2 559,224

1959 400 1,382.8 553,105

1964 301 1,167.0 351,255

1969 187 1,393.1 260,509

1974 101 1,562.5 157,816

1978 83 1,645.4 136,568

1982 26 1,628.8 42,349

1987 (D) (D) (D)

1992 10 1,444.6 14,446

1997 (D) (D) (D)

(D) Data withheld to avoid to disclosing information for individual farms.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 1,192 155 2,409 120 1,860 705 9,771 428 39,473 478 65,714
1940 1,367 507 19,335 351 9,759 798 13,774 537 34,090 700 104,449
1945 1,152 678 23,756 420 13,028 851 13,555 210 12,611 515 80,172
1950 763 843 32,037 733 23,972 576 8,948 95 11,902 247 36,041
1954 442 1,306 54,663 1,287 46,124 1,223 22,730 37 9,047 148 26,085
1959 179 1,070 42,406 1,626 68,874 856 18,020 10 1,698 95 15,429
1964 169 648 34,516 1,400 68,178 963 19,054 3 173 39 6,614
1969 767 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 91 NA NA NA NA NA NA 7 2,050 9 865
1978 199 313 17,539 3,243 155,060 28 590 (D) (D) 6 (D)
1982 62 NA NA 1,982 111,092 72 1,800 NA NA 11 1,800
1987 84 28 1,164 1,432 80,006 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 258 115 7,265 3,530 237,168 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 685 NA NA 2,902 244,949 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are
in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 12,924 163 351 2,613 2,468 970 953
1940 11,912 164 316 6,448 6,998 662 706
1945 10,261 328 830 6,284 7,354 372 575
1950 7,718 808 2,304 5,380 6,944 330 339
1954 7,962 1,028 2,069 4,311 4,002 859 1,203
1959 4,892 529 1,677 3,261 4,259 376 611
1964 4,702 313 726 4,702 4,564 510 962
1969 3,057 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 3,130 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 3,063 306 896 2,261 3,798 264 403
1982 2,782 266 525 2,034 4,000 221 368
1987 3,270 385 1,139 2,179 4,005 314 723
1992 3,389 861 2,266 1,914 3,896 218 280
1997 3,497 418 1,427 2,066 3,850 493 884

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.  

CAROLINE


